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There are countless approaches and successful initiatives that

illustrate the strengths and potentials of social innovations to

cope with these challenges and to open up new avenues for a

sustainable future.
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Social Innovation Community (SIC): SI Research Landscape

Working on conceptual clarity and theoretical foundation

of SI is becoming increasingly important for dealing with

specific thematic areas, e.g. (Domanski & Kaletka 2017):

Á Public sector innovation

Á Digital social innovation 

Á Intermediaries

Á Social economy

Á Cities and regional development

Á Collaborative and sharing economy

Á Community-led innovation

Á Corporate social innovation
https://www.siceurope.eu/sites/default/files/field/attachment/

exploring_the_research_landscape_of_social_innovation.pdf  
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ñThe evaluation of various FP funded projects [é]

reveal[s] that the intellectual capital constructed

through the concepts, approaches, policies and

practices of SI has matured to an extent whereby

we can no longer demote SI to a vague, confusing,

half-baked or conflictual concept without theoretical

or practice grounds.ò(Moulaert et al., p. 43f)
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Theoretical Foundation of Social Innovation Research

In Europe, a new generation of EU funded projects has

contributed to theoretical foundation of Social

Innovation Research with a special focus on its relation

to social change and its transformative potential.
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Societal level adressed
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ñProcessesof diffusion and

institutionalisation are very complex

and cannot be seen as mere result of

the intention of an actor or a group of

actors. So while Social Innovation is

associated with "planned and

coordinated actions" (Greenhalgh et al.

2004, p. 1), the process of Social

Change is much more complex.ò

Howaldt/Schwarz 2016, 56
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Streams of Innovation

ñéthe real causes of change consist

of a chain of certainly very numerous

ideas, which however are different and

discontinuous, yet they are connected

together by even far more numerous

acts of imitation, for which they serve

as a model.ò(Tarde 2009b, 26)

Picture: http://wallflowers-

zine.blogspot.de/2011/08/okonomie-

und-leidenschaft-gabriel-tarde.html
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Case Studies (Policy Fields)
Cases Practice Fields

Education 18 Disadvantaged groups, new learning arrangements, new 

digital environments, quality improvement, partnership 

education and economy

Employment 10 Youth unemployment and vulnerable groups, social 

entrepreneurship, workplace innovation 

Environment 10 Circular Economy, Alternative sustainable food 

production and distribution, Alternative sustainable food 

production and distribution, smart city context 

Energy Supply 7 Energy collectives, Providing examples and inspiration, 

Local production of energy

Transport and

Mobility

9 Car-sharing, mobility of vulnerable groups

Health and Social 

Care

15 Shift in care location, self-management, Integrated care 

delivery, E-health, m-health, New models of care

Poverty Reduction 13 Micro financing & safety nets, community capacity 

building & advocacy, displacement & refugees

Total 82



Like technological innovations, successful social innovations are based on

numerous presuppositions and require appropriate infrastructures and

resources. This includes a new role of public policy and government for creating

suitable framework and support structures, the integration of the economy and

civil society as well as supporting measures by science and universities (e.g.

education for social innovation performance, know-how transfer).

But at the same time

ñé policy field related documents of public authorities such as the European 

Commission, the United Nations, the OECD, the World Bank, etc. often do not 

refer to social innovations (exceptions are Horizon 2020 documents as well as 

publications of other DGs such as DG Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion 

and DG Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs). ñ

Source: Compiling report

Increasing Importance and Undeveloped Potential 
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Main Barriers
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Innovation Studies
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A worldwide, open and diverse 

community of scholars working on 

innovation and competence building in 

the context of economic development.

Our major purpose? To contribute to 

academic knowledge creation and 

exchange in the field of innovation and 

development.

The European Forum for Studies of Policies for 

Research and Innovation (Eu-SPRI Forum) 

aims to strengthen the vibrant but dispersed 

interdisciplinary community of researchers 

focusing on interdisciplinary dimensions 

related to policy and governance in the field of 

knowledge creation and innovation.
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Systemic View on Innovation
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The concept of innovation systems (Freeman 1987) offers an explicit

perspective on interactive learning and focuses on the relations

between the different elements of the system rather than just the

elements themselves.

ĂThere are many specifications and definitions of the Innovation

system approach. For us, innovation system should be defined as

ones that include all important é.factors that influence the

development, diffusion and use of innovation´ , as well as the

innovations themselves.

Hence, innovations can be seen as the output, whereas the

innovation system is é constituted by a set of activities or

determinates that influence such output.ñ(Borras/Edquist 2018, p. 23)
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Holistic Innovation Policy
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ĂAholistic innovation policy isé.defined as a policy that integrates all

public actions that influence or may influence innovation processes. It

takes all activties into accountñ. (Borras/Edquist 2018, 39)

Á R&D

Á Education and training

Á Creation and changing of organization and institutions

Á Interactive learbing

Á Financing of innovation processes

Á Consultancy processes

Á Incubation

Áéé

These activities are the hypothetical determinants of the development

and the diffusion of innovation. Together the define important aspects

of an innovation system. (following Borras/Edquist 2018, 25)
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Interconnectedness of Social and Technological Innovation

In many areas (including several of the policy fields studied in SI-DRIVE, i.e. Employment, Energy,

Mobility and Health), the social and technological dimensions of innovation are strongly interconnected

and can hardly be separated from each other in explaining Social Change.
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The Digital Transformation and the Consequences for Society

ñWe are witnessing profound shifts across all industries, marked by

the emergence of new business models, the disruption of incumbents

and the reshaping of production, consumption, transportation and

delivery systems. On the societal front, a paradigm shift is underway in

how we work and communicate, as well as how we express, inform and

entertain ourselvesé. New ways of using technology to change

behaviour and our systems of production and consumption also offer

the potential for supporting the regeneration and preservation of

natural environments, rather than creating hidden costs in the form of

externalities.ò

Prof. Klaus Schwab, Founder and Executive Chairman of the World Economic Forum, (pp. 1)
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5th Global Research Conference

Social Innovation and Socio-Digital Transformation

Towards a Comprehensive Innovation Policy

28-29 October 2019

Dortmund

Save the date
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High-Tech Strategy Federal Government ï

Innovations for Germany

ĂWe employ a comprehensive term of innovation 

which covers not only technological but also social 

innovations, and we include society as main actor.ñ

ĂEspecially, we need technological and social 

innovations leading to new services for  new markets 

and which are characterized by societal benefit. 

Services require distinct patterns of innovation.ñ 

ĂSocial innovations can contribute to overcoming 

the challenges of societal and regional change.ñ
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Comprehensive Innovation Policy

Social Innovations are requiring specific conditions

because they aim at activating, fostering, and utilizing the

innovation potential of the whole society.

A comprehensive Innovation Policy has to focus on new

participation and collaboration structures, co-creation

and user involvement, empowerment and human

resources development as basic conditions for social

innovation.
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Social Innovation Index

The Economist, Old problems, new solutions: Measuring the capacity for social innovation across the world 2016, p.17
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Ecosystem of Social Innovation


